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TWO COURSE-SETTING VISIONS



The words addressed to the Laodicean church 
describe [the Advent people’s] present condition 
perfectly.

Review and Herald, Dec 31, 1852



I was shown that the testimony to the 
Laodiceans applies to God’s people at the present 
time . . . 

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 186 



. . .spiritual riches, their knowledge of the truth. . .

Review and Herald, Dec 23, 1890



The truth for this time is broad in its outlines, far 
reaching, embracing many doctrines; but these 
doctrines are not detached items, which mean 
little; they are united by golden threads, forming 
a complete whole, with Christ as the living 
center.

Selected Messages, vol. 2, p. 87



On the one hand, religionists generally have 
divorced the law and the gospel, while we have, 
on the other hand, almost done the same from 
another standpoint. We have not held up before 
the people the righteousness of Christ and the 
full significance of His great plan of redemption. 
We have left out Christ and His matchless love, 
brought in theories and reasonings, and 
preached argumentative discourses.

Faith and Work, pp. 15-16



The danger has been presented to me again and 
again of entertaining, as a people, false ideas of 
justification by faith. I have been shown for years 
that Satan would work in a special manner to 
confuse the mind on this point. The law of God 
has been largely dwelt upon and has been 
presented to congregations, almost as destitute of 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ and His relation to 
the law as was the offering of Cain.

Faith and Works, p. 18



The preaching of Christ crucified has been 
strangely neglected by our people…

1888 Materials, pp. 842



There must be a life-giving power in the 
ministry. Life must be infused into the 
missionaries in every place, that they may go 
forth giving the trumpet no uncertain sound, but 
with heaven-sent, awakening power, such as can 
be found only in the preaching of Jesus Christ—
His love, His forgiveness, His grace.

1888 Materials, pp. 844



There is one great central truth to be kept ever 
before the mind in the searching of the 
Scriptures—Christ and Him crucified. Every 
other truth is invested with influence and power 
corresponding to its relation to this theme.

The Faith I Live By, p. 50



JAMES 
WHITE





I feel assured there is a crisis before us. We 
should preserve our physical and mental powers 
for future service. The glorious subject of 
redemption should long ago have been more fully 
presented to the people; but I allowed myself to 
be called into the field… and have become so 
worn that I could not engage in writing.

James White to Ellen White, 1881



With some there is an unutterable yearning of the 
soul for Christ, and the writer is one of this class. 
With some of us it has been business, work, and care, 
giving Christ but little room in the mind and in the 
affections. With others it has been nearly all theory, 
dwelling upon the law and the prophets, the nature 
and destiny of man, and the messages, while destitute, 
to an alarming degree, of an indwelling Christ. 

James White to the Church, RH Feb 8, 1881



Our preachers need more encouragement. They 
should preach Christ more, and they should 
know more of Him upon whom all our hopes of 
success here, and of Heaven hereafter, depend.

James White to the Church, RH Feb 8, 1881



“I have workmen that shall take hold of this 
work. Fear not; be not discouraged; it shall go 
forward.” It was there I understood that I was to 
take the work and a burden stronger than I have 
ever borne before… with the understanding that 
God was to bring an element in this work that we 
have not had yet.

God to Ellen as James was dying, late July 1881



JAMES WHITE 
DIES 

AUGUST 6, 1881



Two summers I spent with him in Colorado. 
During the last few months… I was with him 
about eight weeks; so that I have had the best 
opportunity to know him thoroughly… As all 
will remember, wherever he preached the past 
few months, he dwelt largely upon faith in Christ 
and the boundless love of God.

Remembering James White, RH Aug 30, 1881



ELLEN WHITE MOVES 
TO CALIFORNIA



I sat in a tent one dismal rainy afternoon, where a 
servant of the Lord was presenting the Gospel of 
His grace… In the midst of the discourse an 
experience came to me that was the turning point 
in my life. Suddenly a light shone about me, and 
the tent seemed illuminated, as though the sun 
were shinning;  

E.J. Waggoner’s experience in 1882



I saw Christ crucified for me, and to me was revealed 
for the first time in my life that God loved me, and that 
Christ gave Himself for me personally. It was all for 
me… Therefore I knew that in the Bible I should find 
the message of God’s love for individual sinners, and I 
resolved that the rest of my life should be devoted to 
finding it there, and making it plain to others.

E.J. Waggoner’s experience in 1882



In that moment I had my first positive knowledge, 
which came like an overwhelming flood, that God 
loved me, and that Christ died for me. God and I 
were the only beings I was conscious of in the 
universe… I resolved at once that I would study 
the Bible in light of that revelation, in order that I 
might help others to see that same truth.

E.J. Waggoner’s experience in 1882







SYNOPSIS OF PRESENT TRUTH, URIAH SMITH, 1884

• “the views of SDAs” 

• the gospel nowhere in the picture 

• prooftext argumentation against “opponents” 

• the two laws 

• the sabbath



1888



The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious 
message to His people through elders Waggoner 
and Jones. This message was to bring more 
prominently before the world the uplifted Savior, 
the sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.

Testimonies To Ministers, pp. 91-92



It presented justification through faith in the 
Surety; it invited the people to receive the 
righteousness of Christ, which is made manifest in 
obedience to all the commandments of God. Many 
had lost sight of Jesus. They needed to have their 
eyes directed to His divine person, His merits, and 
His changeless love for the human family.

Testimonies To Ministers, pp. 91-92



All power is given into His hands, that He may 
dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless 
gift of His own righteousness to the helpless human 
agent. This is the message that God commanded to be 
given to the world. It is the third angel’s message, which 
is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended 
with the outpouring of His spirit in a large measure.

Testimonies To Ministers, pp. 91-92



The message of the gospel of His grace was to be 
given to the church in clear and distinct lines, 
that the world should no longer say that 
Seventh-day Adventists talk the law, the law, but 
do not teach or believe Christ.

Testimonies To Ministers, pp. 91-92



. . . it is the active principle of love 
imparted by the Holy Spirit.

Testimonies To Ministers, pp. 468



AND. . .



An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, 
and to accept this truth, lay at the foundation of a 
large share of the opposition manifested at 
Minneapolis against the Lord’s message through 
Brethren Waggoner and Jones. By exciting that 
opposition, Satan succeeded in shutting away from 
our people, in a great measure, the special power of 
the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to them. 

1888 Materials, p. 1575 (1896)



The enemy prevented them from obtaining that 
efficiency which might have been theirs in 
carrying the truth to the world, as the apostles 
proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light 
that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was 
resisted, and by the action of our own brethren has 
been in a great degree kept away from the world.

1888 Materials, p. 1575 (1896)



2015 . . . 



The Lord has seen our backslidings, and He has a 
controversy with His people. . .

Review and Herald, Dec 23, 1890 



The end is near! We have not a moment to lose! 
Light is to shine forth from God’s people in clear, 
distinct rays, bringing Jesus before the churches 
and before the world. 

Review and Herald, Dec 23, 1890 



One interest will prevail, one subject will swallow 
up every other—Christ our righteousness.

Review and Herald, Dec 23, 1890 


