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Definition of  Religious 
Transmission

Religious transmission means the way in which parents 
pass on religious attitudes and behaviors to their 
children. . . through “religiosity” measures (i.e. the ways 
in which we can identify people being religious, e.g. 
beliefs, church attendance, importance of religion in 
their lives, opinions about God, prayer). Faith 
transmission is inseparable from “socialization,” a life 
long process of acquiring the core beliefs of and practices 
of a social/religious community, which develops 
individual’s sense of self and identity (Arweck, p. 167).



Definition of  Religious 
Transmission

It is part of the process of maturation for adolescents to 
personalize their faith rather than reflect their parents’ 
faith, and parents need to be supportive of the 
questioning, searching stage of the faith journey. . . . The 
concept of faith transmission is dependent on that faith 
being relevant and experiential. It is the ability to live in 
tension between the dissonant values of a sinful world 
and the ultimate experience of union with Christ 
(McClintock, p. 22).



Empirical Research
Transmission of Beliefs from Parents to Adolescent, 
(Margaret Dudley, 1984)
Longevity Study, (Roger Dudley, 1988-1997)
Valuegenesis US (Dudley, Gillespie, 1992-2011)
Valuegenesis Europe (Spes Christiana, 2013)
Seventh-Day Adventist Study: Young Adult Study (Barna 
Group, 2013)
Camporee Research on Pathfinder’s Life, Values, Beliefs & 
Lifestyle, (ICM, 2014)
Families and Faith: How Religion is Passed Down Across 
Generations (Bangston, Putney and Harris, 2013)
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Contexts in Transgenerational 
Faith Transmission

Home/Family/Parents

Family Worship

Church/Pastor

School/Education

Relationships/socialization

???



Transmission from Parents 
to Adolescents (M. Dudley, 1984)

Generation gap: As a group, mothers were the most traditional 
with fathers falling between youth and mothers

In spite of this gap, youth tended to resemble their parents in 
religious values held.

The values of mothers were greater predictors of the values of 
youth than were the values of the fathers. Even though there was 
a greater difference between youth and mothers as groups than 
between youth and fathers, yet individual youth were somewhat 
more likely to vary on the traditional continuum with the mother 
than they were with the father.

147 families with High-school-age young people, 712 questionnaires, 218 triads, 26+3 dyads, 247 all cases with youth, 244 all mothers with youth, 221 all fathers with 
youth

Lit review: adolescents are generally less conservative than their parents. Value similarities are higher in family groups than for other groups studied, and there is greater 
agreement between children and parents than between children and grandparents.



Influence of  Parents
Peers are important to teens, yet parents are still the 
primary influences in religion (Gillespie, p. 77-78).

Parenting style also plays a substantial role in adolescent’s 
intention to be involved in the church at the age of forty 
(Gane in Hall and Kidder, p. 15).

. . . affectionate mother has so much more impact on faith 
related issues than the father. . .  if good family climate was 
low, intrinsic religion achieved 3.75; if good family climate 
was high it went up to 4.26. (Bochman VGE, p. 38, 41).



Influence of  Parents 
(ValueGenesis Europe)

If anything the data has shown that family does matter. Probably the 
strongest family factor positively influencing the development of faith 
and spirituality is a good family climate combined with 
affectionate parents. . . It seems that negative experiences such as 
violence or divorce in the family. . . have less of a negative impact than 
the positive variables have on strengthening faith. (Bochman VGE, p. 43)

Altogether parents are by far the most important factor in religious 
socialization and faith development. That parents come first is not 
surprising, however, a 16 percentage point difference between the 
mother (75.1%) and the father (59.2%) is rather remarkable (Sigg VGE, p. 
157).

This finding strongly suggests that as a church we should spend more energy on strengthening healthy loving families than on avoiding negatives



Families and Faith: How Religion is 
Passed Down Across Generations 

(Bengston, Putney, Harris, non-SDA research)

Research in 1970 and then in 2005

In frequency of church attendance . . . children seem to 
model themselves after the behavior of parents who attend 
church frequently—or who don’t attend at all. (p. 63)

It is . . . likely that when a child feels close to a parent, he 
or she is more likely to imitate or model that parent, for 
example, being highly involved in church. Close parent-
child bonds are conducive to religious socialization. (p. 74).



Families and Faith: How Religion is 
Passed Down Across Generations 

(Bengston, Putney, Harris, non-SDA research)

Children who feel close to their mothers and fathers have higher rates of 
intergenerational similarity and vice versa. But what is really interesting 
is that, for religious transmission, having a close bond with one’s father 
matters even more than a close relationship with the mother. Clearly the 
quality of a child’s relationship with his or her father is important for the 
internalization of the parent’s religious traditions, beliefs, and practices. 
Emotional closeness with mothers remains important for religious 
inheritance but not to the same degree as it is for fathers (p. 76).

Data from both our surveys and the interviews indicate that parents who 
interact with their children during their formative years in a warm 
affirming, and respectful manner are more likely to pass on their religious 
tradition, beliefs, and practices (p. 80).



Families and Faith: How Religion is 
Passed Down Across Generations 

(Bengston, Putney, Harris, non-SDA research)

To summarize, when we look at this data on the religious orientation of 
grandparents and their young adult grandchildren, we see strong evidence of 
transmission from grandparents to grandchildren, and we see no 
diminishment in the degree of that transmission over the thirty-five years of 
this study (p. 104)

we find that parents in a same-faith marriage are most likely to perpetuate 
religious continuity across generations. This is especially likely if there is high 
religious commitment, the partners regularly attend religious services 
together, and religion is highly salient in the lives of both parents (p. 127).

But same-faith marriage is not a guarantee of religious transmission, 
particularly when the marriage is strained—even where there is a high degree 
if church involvement in the religious socialization of children (p.127-128).



Families and Faith: How Religion is 
Passed Down Across Generations 

(Bengston, Putney, Harris, non-SDA research)

For example six out of ten parents have young adult children 
who report they have the same religious traditions as their 
parents—or share their parents’ preference for no affiliation 
at all (p. 185)

The warm, affirming relationship pattern was most likely to 
result in the successful transmission of religion. Children 
responded best to parents who were unconditionally 
supportive, who provided consistent role modeling of 
religious practices, and who did not force their beliefs or 
practices on their children (p. 186).



Role of  Parents
A young person whose mother attends weekly or more often is 4 to 5 
times more likely to be an Active Christian than someone whose 
mother attends only one or a few times per year (Mason, p. 150-151)

Research clearly shows that the single most significant factor in faith 
growth is the home, and the way God is portrayed to children 
through what their parents do. Hubbard in his study noted that 
“faith formation is a function of family, family life is primary to the 
basis for a personal life of faith.” Ernest White wrote: “Talking about 
the role of home in the religious development of children is almost 
like talking about the value of nutrition in eating. There may be other 
reasons for eating, but nutrition is basic.” (McClintock, p. 36)



Parents as Mentors

Parents, whether they like it or not, take on the roles of 
model mentors. Children model their lives on those of 
their parents. In their teenage years children very often 
rebel against their parents authority and influence, but 
as they move out of their teenage years into young 
adulthood, many of the values and life practices they 
adopt reflect what their parents modeled to them 
(Wraight, p. 147).



EGW  
on Youth, Home and Acceptance

Our homes should be a place of refuge for the tempted youth. Many there are who 
stand at the parting of the ways. Every influence, every impression, is determining the 
choice that shapes their destiny both here and hereafter. Evil invites them. Its resorts 
are made bright and attractive. They have a welcome for every comer. All about us are 
youth who have no home, and many whose homes have no helpful, uplifting power, 
and the youth drift into evil. They are going down to ruin within the very shadow of 
our own doors (MH 354:3)

These youth need a hand stretched out to them in sympathy. Kind words simply 
spoken, little attentions simply bestowed, will sweep away the clouds of temptation 
which gather over the soul. The true expression of heaven-born sympathy has power to 
open the door of hearts that need the fragrance of Christlike words, and the simple, 
delicate touch of the spirit of Christ’s love. If we would show an interest in the youth, 
invite them to our homes, and surround them with cheering, helpful influences, there 
are many who would gladly turn their steps into the upward path (MH 354: 4).





Sense of  Belonging 
(Acceptance and Involvement)

After analysis of Valuegenesis II data, it was discovered 
that the greater the involvement in youth ministry 
activities such as Pathfinders, youth meetings and 
camps, the greater the likelihood that youths will 
develop intrinsic orientation to their religion while in 
their teen years. . . Adolescents undergo a life changing 
experience when they are given the opportunity to make 
a difference in the lives of other people and at the same 
time share their own faith no matter how immature it 
may be (Gane in Hall and Kidder, p. 18, 21).



Sense of  Belonging 
(Acceptance and Involvement)

A sense of belonging makes understanding God's love 
easier. Since they personally feel that they belong to 
God due to the acceptance and involvement in God's 
work in the world, they deepen their commitment to 
both their church and their God. However, if the 
feelings young people have about their home or their 
church are negative, then perhaps a distance is being 
created between their love for God and its expression in 
their lives (Gillespie, p 42,43).



Sense of  Belonging 
(Acceptance and Involvement)

Any exposure to and involvement in youth ministry has a positive impact on 
young people's relationship to the church and its major doctrines and beliefs.

When young people are exposed to higher levels and involvement in youth 
ministry, they develop a higher degree of intrinsic orientation to religion, 
which in turn leads to higher levels of intention for future involvement in the 
church. As you would expect, faith maturity is higher among young people 
who have had higher levels of exposure to and involvement in youth ministry.

When young people are involved in church and its ministry programming, 
they see the church as more exciting, warm, friendly, and inviting. When 
youth lead out in worship they own the church and see it as much more 
relevant (Gillespie, p. 76-77).



Pathfinder

About two third of the youth in the VGE sample who 
are involved in the Pathfinder and/or youth ministry of 
the church state that these activities are important for 
their own faith development. (Sigg VGE, p. 165)

How does Pathfinder connect with your church?
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Youth and Mission

Churches that wish to see their youth stay and grow into 
mature Christian adults will need to be missional in focus, 
prepared to meet needs, develop leaders and nurture the 
gifts their youth display (Gane in Hall & Kidder, p. 24)

When it comes to reaching young people with the gospel, 
the most effective agents of Jesus are other young people. 
They are entrenched and accepted in the culture, they 
speak the language of youth, and they have daily contact 
with those whom they are trying to reach (Wraight, p. 60).



Friendship

One of the most important reasons why youth attend 
youth programs is that other youth attend as well. Besides 
its spiritual impact, the frequency of meetings supports the 
bonding of young people of a congregation or district, 
provided there is no moral pressure, and the youth attend 
voluntarily (Sig VGE p. 169).

Study after study indicates that about 90% of the people in 
an ongoing relationship with Jesus Christ got there through 
the personal efforts of a friend or relative (Moore, p. 56).



Mentoring Youth

Mentoring is the key to making authentic disciples for Jesus. 
. . Mentoring will significantly multiply their effectiveness. 
We cannot overestimate the value of mentoring when it 
comes to the development of young disciples of Jesus. . . 

One significant role a mentor plays in the life of young 
Christians is protecting them from the ravages of hypocrisy 
and soul-destroying criticism. . . Nothing quenches the fire 
of enthusiasm and vision in a young Christian faster than a 
good dose of unhelpful criticism (Wraight, p. 130).



Evangelizing Youth
Throw out your previous ideas about the chronology of one’s faith 
development. Put away any idea of A, then B, then C—meaning 
evangelism, followed by faith commitment, followed by discipleship. 
This may not be an accurate model for today’s youth (Baugh, p. 139).

Process evangelism allows a person to gradually come to understand the 
claims of Christ and to make an informed decision. You can’t force this 
process, all you can do is your part (sowing, planting, watering, or 
harvesting) and trust God to grow the seed and bring it to fruition 
(Baugh, p. 142).

Modern crusade evangelism does not work well with this generation 
because its goal is to prove the gospel objectively before the audience has 
had a chance to experience and consider it for themselves (Rabey, p. 123).



Dysfunctional Evangelism
Concentrating on controlling youth rather than empowering them.

Concentrating on training a few, not all, Christians.

Managing youth rather than leading them

Failing to communicate that God has created everyone for a special 
purpose of His choosing

Using and reusing the familiar methods rather than finding new 
ones

Creating the right environment is essential for discipling young 
adults (Baugh, p. 82).



Accepting Church Climate 
(Valuegenesis study)

1. Warm and caring leaders and teachers in the congregation

2. A thinking climate in the congregation

3. Quality family worships

4. Sufficient time in intergenerational contact at church

5. Contact with and quality of school religion program

6. Peer religiousness

7. Perceptions of a warm congregational climate

8. Sufficient number of close Adventist friends (Muthersbaugh, p. 115-116)



Accepting Church
We need communities where it is safe for people to talk about 
their deepest, darkest concerns, where expressing uncertainty is 
not seen as abnormal or apostate. Radical transparency, for better 
and worse, is the norm in young adult culture; just check out the 
magazines and gossip websites so popular with the younger 
generation. Better yet, notice how most young people are willing 
to live totally “in public” on Facebook and other social 
networking sites (Kinnaman, p. 193-194).

Young people are looking for heroes, for people they can use as 
“models” for defining their values and life priorities (Wraight, p. 
146).



Good and Loving Example 
(Valuegenesis)

If you want young people to become involved in your church, it is 
imperative that the lives of the leaders be truly an example.

If a church wants young people involved, they have to model acceptance 
and openness. The warmth in the church must be contagious. The 
acceptance of young people must be real (p. 81).

When you ask [young adults] to identify the factors that had a strong 
influence on their spiritual growth, most often they name someone they 
know. . . . Seldom do I hear that some concept about God or even a 
powerful influence had an influence. It is usually a person. Their 
character and personality and life demonstrate the values youth want to 
incorporate into their lives (Gillespie, p. 95).



Youth Leaders Role

We need less emphasis on the science of ministry and more 
emphasis on the soul of ministry (Baugh, p. 81).

“Teens determine what’s true based on what they experience in 
relationships.” . . . To the degree that adult leaders. . . are able 
to establish a personal relationship with a young person, to 
that degree the young person will value and seek those 
experiences that develop faith. (Muthersbaugh, p. 189-190).

Eighty-four percent of respondents who are very satisfied with 
their churches report, “the spiritual leaders of my congregation 
seem to care for me as a person.” (Melick, p. 199).



Pastor and Youth
Our research plainly shows that the better a pastor 
connects with the students of the church through his 
sermons, the more likely they are to stay in the church.
(Whitehead in Hall and Kidder, p. 99).

What actually might surprise is that right after the 
parents, the pastor is next. . . pastor has an impact on 
youth and their commitment to Jesus and the church, 
especially if he is able to relate to young people (Sigg 
VGE, p. 158).



Entertainment Issue
We sometimes hear that youth do not want or need entertainment, but 
in this survey recreation and social events come out on top (no. 1). When 
we compare this with the other top choice in the list we see that social 
and other recreational opportunities are not just for fun but they provide 
fellowship. Youth do not want to be loners. Fellowship with other youth 
is very important to them, especially in the teen years before marriage 
(Dudley in Hall and Kidder, p. 5)

The lesson from history is that churches must not overreact to the 
departure of youth and young adults, but consciously create an 
environment that gradually fosters a desire for spiritual maturity and 
create an ongoing venue for the development of mature leadership and 
self-sacrifice (Camato in Hall and Kidder, p. 79).



GENUINE DISCIPLESHIP 
EMPOWERED BY 

ACCEPTANCE

iY Formula: D * A = R
                 G < M 

The	  issue	  is	  what	  can	  people	  in	  local	  churches	  do	  so	  that	  teenagers,	  when	  they	  become	  adults	  and	  enter	  the	  world,	  they	  still	  consider	  their	  church	  as	  their	  family,	  stay	  connected	  with	  and	  are	  actively	  involved	  in	  the	  church.	  The	  issue	  is	  how	  can	  we	  help	  them	  to	  grow	  in	  love	  for	  Christ	  and	  become	  His	  
disciples?	  

Kinnaman	  in	  his	  book	  You	  Lost	  Me	  comes	  to	  a	  conclusion	  that	  the	  real	  reason	  behind	  the	  dropout	  problem	  is	  a	  discipleship	  issue.	  “The	  church	  is	  not	  adequately	  preparing	  the	  next	  generation	  to	  follow	  Christ	  faithfully	  in	  a	  rapidly	  changing	  culture,”	  he	  explains	  (p.	  21). 
I	  am	  offering	  a	  formula	  for	  one	  how	  to	  work	  with	  and	  how	  to	  work	  on	  retaining	  young	  adults.	  How	  much	  and	  how	  well	  does	  this	  formula	  work,	  it	  has	  not	  been	  directly	  quantiKied	  yet,	  but	  there	  are	  number	  of	  sociological	  studies	  working	  with	  similar	  ideas	  –	  and	  also	  the	  case	  study	  I	  am	  going	  to	  show	  you	  in	  a	  minute,	  
might	  provide	  little	  demonstration.	  	  
	   IY	  Formula:	  Genuine	  discipleship	  multiplied	  by	  empowering	  acceptance	  equals	  total	  retention	  provided	  greenhouse	  effect	  (amish	  factor)	  does	  not	  prevail	  over	  mission	  passion



CULTURAL GAP

Between SDA Church and society

Between generations in general  
                Silent Gen, Boomers, Busters, Gen X, Millennials, iY, ??? 

Between SDA Church and teenagers

D * A = R (G < M) 

“The	  church	  is	  not	  adequately	  preparing	  the	  next	  generation	  to	  follow	  Christ	  faithfully	  in	  a	  rapidly	  changing	  culture.” 
Books	  on	  Gen	  x	  15-‐20	  years	  ago:	  Just	  consider	  a	  title	  of	  a	  book	  written	  by	  Mark	  Regele	  -‐	  from	  1995	  called	  Death	  of	  the	  Church	  with	  a	  following	  cover	  quote:	  “The	  Church	  has	  a	  choice:	  to	  die	  as	  a	  result	  of	  its	  resistance	  to	  change	  or	  to	  die	  in	  order	  to	  live.”	  	  This	  book	  gathered	  clear	  demographic	  evidence	  that	  the	  
coming	  change	  was	  different	  than	  many	  changes	  generations	  before,	  way	  out	  of	  prediction	  and	  out	  of	  the	  securities	  the	  world	  has	  been	  used	  to.



AMISH FACTOR IN SDA

Listen to Mozart

Using drums and guitar

Wear wedding ring

Wear jewelry

Go to cinema

Attend dancing course

Listen to rock music

Recreation on Sabbath

Sex before marriage

Use of tobacco 

Drink alcohol

Drugs

D * A = R (G < M) 

What	  is	  happening	  20	  years	  later?	  Young	  people	  are	  leaving	  church	  which	  seems	  to	  be	  at	  adds	  with	  their	  perception	  and	  their	  world.	  Their	  taste,	  their	  music,	  their	  values,	  their	  feelings,	  their	  priori5es,	  their	  reasons,	  their	  moods,	  all	  that	  is	  just	  different. 
-‐	  Amish	  factor	  -‐	  While	  playing	  Mozart	  is	  today	  classic,	  it	  used	  to	  be	  evil	  and	  not	  allowed.	  While	  got	  over	  some	  issues	  we	  faced	  as	  youth,	  we	  cannot	  get	  over	  with	  issues	  our	  youth	  deal	  with,	  overlooking	  the	  simple	  factor	  of	  given	  culture.	  

Clift	  Jenkins	  on	  SDA:	  “while	  Adventists	  seem	  to	  place	  great	  importance	  on	  outward	  behavior,	  such	  behavior	  is	  a	  poor	  predictor	  of	  their	  relationship	  with	  Christ.	  Time	  and	  again	  we	  hear	  from	  young	  adults	  who	  are	  deepening	  their	  relationship	  with	  Christ	  (and	  people	  in	  the	  church)	  during	  a	  time	  when	  
their	  outward	  behaviors	  are	  not	  in	  conformity	  to	  the	  church.	  In	  many	  cases	  they	  will	  later	  become	  further	  committed	  to	  the	  lifestyle	  standards	  of	  Adventist	  doctrine,	  but	  only	  after	  internalizing	  them	  rather	  than	  conforming	  to	  them. 
Young	  people	  are	  leaving	  not	  necessarily	  because	  they	  are	  Godless	  but	  often	  because	  they	  want	  to	  believe	  in	  God	  –	  what	  a	  paradox.	  



NEW: YOU LOST ME FACTOR  

WITHIN SDA IN USA!!! 

D * A = R (G < M) 

Church	  with	  its	  culture	  (that	  is	  priorities,	  manners,	  emphasis,	  history)	  does	  not	  make	  sense	  to	  them	  as	  they	  want	  to	  follow	  Jesus	  and	  fullKill	  His	  Great	  Commission.



“Most pastors have been trained and equipped to 
reach two kinds of people: either Christian folks who 
want to grow, or nonspiritual people,” Pagit said. “But 
especially in the younger generation there is an 
emerging group of people who are very spiritual but 
are not Christian in orientation. Churches don’t know 
how to deal with these people, who are believers—
they just don’t believe Christian stuff” (Rabey, p. 185).



GENUINE DISCIPLESHIP

Discipleship as perceived 
by youth in the church: 

True Beliefs

Appropriate behavior

Zero tolerance, high 
expectation, critique, 
rejection, (punishment?)

Following Jesus example

Time outside class, 
outside church

Healing and helping

Setting an example, 
teaching to live well, 
in harmony with God

Practical assignments
D * A = R (G < M) 

Discipleship	  is	  not	  so	  much	  about	  doctrines	  as	  it	  is	  about	  love.	  	  
Discipleship	  requires	  time,	  discipleship	  requires	  to	  get	  dirty.	  If	  Jesus	  was	  Amish,	  he	  would	  never	  come	  from	  heaven	  to	  our	  earth	  in	  the	  Kirst	  place	  because	  he	  would	  reject	  to	  mingle	  with	  the	  world	  and	  he	  would	  reject	  to	  accept	  culture	  of	  that	  time.	  
Discipleship	  does	  not	  happen	  without	  incarnation.	  
	   We	  are	  told	  in	  this	  new	  research	  on	  NAD	  young	  adults	  by	  Clint	  Jenkins:	  The	  themes	  of	  judgment	  versus	  acceptance	  are	  critical	  for	  young	  adults	  in	  SDA.	  Young	  adults	  are	  relational.	  



EMPOWERING ACCEPTANCE

Establish connection:

Hang out with youth

“Wast time” with them

Have fun with them

Be one of them

Accept them by:

Listening to their stories 
and problems

Walking with them 
through their struggles

Praying with them

Showing them God’s 
love 

D * A = R (G < M) 

One	  more	  quotation:	  “One	  challenge	  for	  the	  local	  churches	  to	  consider	  is	  how	  to	  leverage	  negative	  experiences.	  Instead	  of	  discarding	  the	  person	  or	  putting	  up	  barriers	  to	  “protect”	  others	  from	  their	  inKluence,	  how	  can	  the	  church	  not	  only	  embrace	  them,	  but	  also	  Kind	  a	  way	  for	  them—and	  others—to	  use	  
their	  mistakes	  as	  learning	  opportunities? 



1" 1,5" 2" 2,5" 3" 3,5" 4" 4,5" 5"

Sabbath"as"an"opportunity"to"be"with"people"
I"love."

Sabbath"as"an"opportunity"feel"God's"
presence."

During"the"worship"I"am"most"inspired"by"
pleasant"atmosphere."

Sabbath"as"an"opportunity"to"sing"songs"and"
praises."

On"Sabbath,"I"would"like"to"aEend"to"telling"
life"stories/experiences."

For"me,"Sabbath"is"the"day"of"building"
relaIonship"with"God"and"others."

On"Sabbath,"I"would"like"visit"the"sick/lonely."

For"me,"Sabbath"is"a"day"I"learn"new"things"
about"God,"about"myself"and"others."

SABBATH EXPERIENCE 
SURVEY WITHIN YOUTH GENERATION

Although	  the	  Youth	  Generation	  adopted	  Seventh-‐Day	  Adventist	  beliefs,	  their	  emphases	  and	  expressions	  may	  differ.	  Learning	  about	  God	  is	  important	  to	  them,	  but	  they	  are	  not	  so	  involved	  in	  a	  deep	  Bible	  study	  and	  theological	  understanding,	  as	  one	  might	  have	  wished.	  On	  a	  scale	  from	  1	  to	  5,	  the	  
highest	  ranked	  items	  for	  Sabbath	  were	  “to	  be	  with	  people	  I	  love,”	  “to	  feel	  God’s	  presence,”	  “to	  sing	  songs	  and	  praises,”	  etc.	  Unlike	  the	  previous	  generations,	  they	  are	  more	  than	  anything	  else	  inspired	  during	  their	  worship	  service	  by	  pleasant	  atmosphere. 



MUSIC
WAY TO GET LOST IN THE WORLD OR
WAY TO GET ON BOARD WITH GOD?

CASE 
STUDY

LIBEREC

iY Formula: D * A = R (G < M)

THE 
CZECH 

REPUBLIC

Tim	  would	  always	  sit	  quietly	  in	  the	  church	  but	  by	  age	  12	  years	  he	  struggled,	  did	  it	  against	  his	  will,	  just	  for	  his	  parents.	  When	  he	  was	  9	  years	  old,	  he	  begun	  to	  play	  drums	  and	  by	  age	  14	  he	  started	  his	  band	  Fake	  City	  with	  three	  other	  friends	  from	  school,	  playing	  Pop	  Punk,	  just	  for	  fun.	  It	  almost	  seemed	  as	  he	  
was	  using	  this	  music	  to	  get	  lost	  in	  the	  world,	  but	  God	  interfered	  in	  a	  miraculous	  way.	  They	  began	  to	  rehears	  in	  Generations	  Family	  Center.	  

His	  friend	  who	  played	  bass	  guitar	  noticed	  Tim	  was	  different.	  He	  did	  not	  drink	  alcohol	  nor	  smoked	  marijuana	  and	  that	  got	  his	  attention.	  He	  found	  out	  Tim	  was	  a	  Christian	  and	  so	  he	  wanted	  to	  know	  more.	  	  
One	  day	  Tim	  came	  to	  his	  dad	  and	  asked	  if	  he	  can	  borrow	  a	  bible	  for	  his	  friend	  Pavel.	  “But	  dad,”	  he	  said.	  “Do	  not	  talk	  or	  persuade	  my	  friend	  as	  you	  like	  to	  do	  with	  people.	  Just	  let	  him	  read	  it	  on	  his	  own.”	  Well,	  dad	  did	  not	  talk	  with	  Pavel	  until	  Pavel	  contacted	  him	  on	  his	  own	  about	  a	  year	  later	  through	  

Facebook	  and	  asked	  him	  for	  a	  meeting	  to	  talk	  about	  differences	  between	  various	  Christian	  denominations.	  At	  that	  time	  (December	  2010)	  Pavel	  have	  read	  the	  Bible	  and	  googled	  enough	  information	  to	  know	  that	  he	  wants	  to	  follow	  Jesus	  and	  become	  Christian.	  	  



FREE HUGS
STREET OUTREACH

http://youtu.be/ow-aZ-R4AJc 

They	  both	  attended	  quietly	  Church	  plant	  Sabbath	  meetings	  in	  the	  Family	  Center,	  dreaming	  to	  reach	  for	  more	  young	  people.	  Adults	  would	  help	  them	  with	  outreach	  various	  events,	  one	  of	  them	  Free	  Hugs	  campaign.	  It	  was	  fun.	  People	  on	  the	  street	  looked	  at	  them	  with	  suspicion	  but	  those	  who	  had	  to	  work	  during	  
holydays	  appreciated	  the	  hug	  more.

http://youtu.be/ow-aZ-R4AJc


SEX, AIDS & RELATIONSHIPS
CHRISTIAN LECTURE DURING EXIT TOUR

Couple	  months	  later	  major	  outreach	  event	  (Exit	  Tour	  2012)	  was	  to	  happen	  in	  collaboration	  with	  two	  other	  churches.	  Youth	  evangelist	  came	  to	  train	  young	  Christians	  to	  share	  the	  Gospel	  and	  lead	  people	  to	  Christ	  few	  weeks	  ahead.	  Exit	  Tour	  was	  a	  program	  for	  high	  school	  students.	  Group	  of	  professional	  musicians	  
and	  lectors	  came	  to	  our	  city	  and	  spent	  morning	  in	  one	  public	  high	  school	  one	  each	  day	  (Wednesday	  to	  Friday)	  doing	  some	  music	  and	  preventive	  care	  lectures.	  This	  was	  a	  great	  opportunity	  to	  invite	  students	  for	  follow-‐up	  activities	  in	  the	  afternoon	  into	  the	  outreach	  center.	  The	  picture	  shows	  humorous	  lecture	  
conducted	  by	  a	  pastor	  in	  the	  outreach	  center.



EXIT TOUR 2012 
OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM

The	  event	  culminated	  on	  Friday	  evening	  with	  a	  major	  rock	  concert	  in	  a	  concert	  hall.	  Between	  the	  songs	  Californian	  band	  shared	  testimonies	  about	  their	  faith	  and	  at	  the	  end	  kids	  were	  asked	  to	  give	  their	  life	  to	  Jesus	  and	  to	  pray	  the	  sinners	  prayer	  for	  the	  Kirst	  time.	  	  



EXIT TOUR 2013
OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM

http://youtu.be/U-uPs9eEotw 

In	  the	  fall	  of	  2013	  there	  was	  another	  Exit	  Tour	  event.	  While	  the	  Kirst	  Exit	  tour	  was	  to	  evangelize	  these	  young	  people	  and	  form	  youth	  group,	  this	  time	  it	  was	  with	  formed	  group	  of	  young	  people	  ready	  to	  reach	  out	  and	  evangelized	  their	  peers.	  Prior	  to	  the	  program	  in	  public	  high	  school	  and	  the	  concert	  they	  
were	  fasting	  and	  praying	  for	  four	  days.	  	  

http://youtu.be/U-uPs9eEotw


 YOUTH GENERATION
A HOUSE CHURCH

About	  8	  students	  (including	  Tim	  and	  Pavel)	  formed	  a	  group	  and	  started	  to	  meet	  once	  a	  week	  to	  talk	  about	  life	  issues	  and	  grow	  spiritually.	  Soon	  (summer	  2012)	  four	  of	  them	  were	  baptized	  and	  since	  then	  have	  been	  meeting	  together	  for	  Sabbath	  morning	  to	  worship	  as	  well,	  reaching	  out	  to	  their	  
friends	  too.	  	  



MUSIC OUTREACH

http://youtu.be/8dNJJIp6wlE 

The	  original	  music	  band	  got	  transformed	  at	  the	  mean	  time	  with	  a	  new	  name	  –	  Home	  for	  Real.	  Although	  the	  music	  is	  hardcore	  (uncomfortable	  for	  many	  Christians),	  the	  message	  is	  spiritual,	  reaching	  young	  people	  who	  are	  far	  away	  from	  the	  church.	  

http://youtu.be/8dNJJIp6wlE


VALUES

They	  adopted	  values	  of	  Straight	  Edge	  movement,	  not	  smoking,	  drinking,	  no	  drugs,	  no	  sex	  before	  marriage	  and	  strict	  vegetarian	  diet.	  One	  may	  wonders,	  why	  Straight	  Edge,	  why	  not	  E.G.	  White	  writings	  and	  SDA	  teaching,	  but	  it	  may	  be	  because	  of	  the	  cultural	  gap	  as	  discussed	  earlier.	  	  



SABBATH EXPERIENCE
STREET EVANGELISM (NOVEMBER 2013)

Youth	  generation	  has	  own	  leadership	  and	  events.	  After	  Sabbath	  worship	  they	  had	  their	  own	  outreach,	  went	  to	  the	  neighborhood	  city	  and	  were	  asking	  people	  on	  the	  street	  about	  God…	  



BAPTISM

http://youtu.be/F6xkqWQBUuM 

	  The	  other	  two	  girls	  grew	  up	  in	  the	  local	  SDA	  church	  and	  were	  expected	  to	  support	  that	  church	  the	  same	  as	  their	  parents	  do.	  However,	  as	  it	  turned	  out,	  they	  were	  no	  longer	  connected	  with	  that	  church,	  and	  attended	  Sabbath	  worship	  services	  just	  because	  of	  their	  parents.	  According	  to	  their	  witness,	  
joining	  the	  youth	  cell	  opened	  their	  hearts	  for	  Jesus	  and	  helped	  them	  to	  grow	  spiritually.	  Through	  baptism	  they	  decided	  to	  publicly	  state	  they	  are	  converted	  Christians	  and	  want	  to	  follow	  Jesus	  along	  with	  the	  youth	  cell.	  

http://youtu.be/F6xkqWQBUuM


THE NEXT GENERATION?
Formula: D * A = R (G < M)

http://youtu.be/NHbvw1usWGo 

What	  about	  the	  next	  generation?	  How	  different	  they	  are	  going	  to	  be?	  What	  challenges	  will	  they	  bring?	  How	  do	  we	  retain	  them?	  Let’s	  hope	  that	  our	  formula	  will	  work	  for	  them	  as	  well:	  Genuine	  discipleship	  multiplied	  by	  empowering	  acceptance	  equals	  total	  retention	  provided	  greenhouse	  effect	  (amish	  factor)	  does	  
not	  prevail	  over	  mission	  passion.

http://youtu.be/NHbvw1usWGo

